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NOTICI:  Uben  goveroBent  or  other  dravlogs,  apecl- 
flcatlona  or  other  date  are  uaed  for  any  puipoae 
other  than  In  connection  vlth  a  definitely  related 
goveraaent  procureoent  operation,  the  U.  S. 
Ooveranent  thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any 
obligation  whatsoever;  and  the  fact  that  the  Govern - 
■ent  aay  have  fomilated,  furnished,  or  in  any  way 
supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other 
data  is  not  to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  other¬ 
wise  as  in  any  manner  licensing  the  holder  or  any 
other  person  or  coi^oration,  or  conveying  any  rl^ts 
or  persUssion  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any 
patented  Invention  that  aay  in  any  way  be  related 
thereto. 


NOTICE; 

THIS  DOCUMEWr  COWAINS  INFORMATION 
AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEAN¬ 
ING  OF  THE  ESnONAGE  UWS,  TITLE  I'S 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  ’53  and  THE 

TRANSMISSION  OB  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTEYTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN 
UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED 
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ARMY  CONCEPT  TEAM  IN  VIETNAM 
APO  143,  San  Franelaco,  California 


ACTIV-Ot 

SUBJECT:  Monthly  Taat  Raport  Nunbor  4  —  Meehanliod  Rifla  Troop  (M113) 
(1-31  May  1963)  (U) 


TO:  Sao  Dlatributlon 


1.  (C)  Ganaral 

During  tha  1-31  May  raportlng  parlod  thara  «as  only  ona  M113 
oparatlon  of  Intaraat  obaarrad  by  tha  taat  taaa.  An  account  of  tha  oparatien, 
which  took  place  naar  Moc  Hoa  from  18  threugh  20  May  1963,  ccBpriaaa  thia 
fourth  acnthly  M113  taat  raport.  Thara  wara  no  data  gatharad  that  could  bo 
uaod  In  anowarlng  any  of  tha  apaclflc  objactlvaa  of  tha  taat.  Tha  Noe  Hoa 
oparatlon  la  raportad,  howorar,  aa  It  aaphaalaao  tha  affoetlranaaa  of  aruor 
In  countarlnaurgancy  oparatlona  and  lUuatrataa  tha  adaantagaa  of  uaiag  aur- 
ralllanea  aircraft  In  aupport  of  uachanltad  oparatlona. 

For  a  daacrlptlon  of  tha  taat  unit,  a  dlacuoaion  of  taat 
objactlvaa,  and  tha  operational  plan  for  the  taat,  aaa  pravioua  nonthly  taat 
raporta. 


Tha  teat  la  ccnaldarad  to  ba  95  parcant  caaq>lata. 

2.  (C)  Rafaraneaa 

a.  DA  latter,  ACAM-P  (M)  381  (31  Oct  62)  DCSOPS,  aub>et:  "An^ 
Troop  Taat  Progran  In  Vlatnaa  (U)*,  6  Novaobar  1962,  aa  aaandad. 

b.  ACTIV  latter  (to  CGUSACDC),  aubjact;  "Plan  of  Taat,  Naoten- 
laad  Rifle  Troop  (M113),*  28  Novaabar  1962. 

c.  ACTIV  letter  (to  CINCPAC  through  COIUSMACV),  aubjact;  "SuBary 
of  Teat  Plan  for  Machaniaad  Rifle  Troop  (N113)  (U),"  3  Dacanbar  19^. 

d.  CINCPAC  anaaaga,  aubjact:  "Propoaal  for  US  Any  Taata  In 
VlatnaiV  DTG  220216Z  (January  1963). 


a.  Monthly  Taat  Raporta  Nunbara  1  through  3  —  Machaniaad  Bifla 
Troop  (M113),  Ar^  Concept  Taan  in  Vlatnaa. 


1  Incl 

Rpt  of  M113  Oparatlona 
naar  Noe  Hoa  lB-20  May  63 
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ACTIV-OM 

Nonthljr  T«st  Report  Nuaber  4  —  Hoohanitod  RlTlo  Troop  (M113) 


A<^tf  mi 

CoKBondart  US  Military  Aoelataneo  Coanand* 
Vlatnaa 

Coanandv-ln-Chlaf,  US  Arajr  Pacific 

CeaBandiiif  Ganaral,  US  Krv  Coabat  Davalopaanta 
CoMnd 

Coanandlnc  Ganaral,  US  Contlnantal  Any  Coaaaad 

Coaundlng  General,  US  Aray  Material  Coaaaad 

CoaMBdlng  General,  Uth  Air  ;  esault  Dlvlalon 

Conandlng  General,  US  Arap  Support  Group, 
Tlatnaa 


Chief,  Military  Aaelatance  Advisory  Group, 
Vletnaa  (Attention  Chief,  Arair  Section) 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Military  pperatlona, 
Departaent  of  the  Azay 

Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developasnt, 
Departaent  of  the  Angr 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Logistics, 

Departaent  of  the  Any 

Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Personnel, 

Departaent  of  the  Amy 

Chief  of  Research  and  Developaent, 

Departaatt  of  the  Any 

ACTIV  Liaison  Officer,  OACSPOi, 

Departaent  of  the  Any 

United  States  Amy  Ihfaitry  School, 

ATTM:  AJIIS^,  Port  Banning,  Ga 

Coasandant,  Amor  School,  US  Amy  Araor  Center, 
Port  Knox,  Kentucky 
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Coasandant,  Artillery  School,  US  Any  Artillery  and  Guided 
Niaaile  Center,  Port  Sill,  Oklahoaa 
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BIPCRT  or  KU3  OPBATKMS  MBU  HOC  HCA  18-20  MT  1963 

1.  (C)  GwiW4l 

INrlaf  tlw  period  18-20  Moy,  the  4tli  Moehoaiiod  liflo  Troop* 

2d  Anorod  Comlrj  Squadron  and  tha  4th  Noohanlaod  Slf lo  Troop,  4th  Inwrirt 
Camlry  Squadron,  partielpatod  in  a  7th  Dlvloien  operation  al^  the 
border  on  the  north  aide  of  the  Plain  of  Beoda.  Soo  Pifuro  1,  n^  and  ererlax. 
Although  there  naro  other  7th  DiTisian  and  Civil  Onard  unite  partioipating 
in  the  operation,  thio  report  ie  prinarily  oonoemad  with  the  aetione  of  tha 
two  noohaniaed  rifle  troope. 

2.  (C)  FArtieipating  unite  (Under  control  of  7th  Divieion) 

a.  Operation  Due  Thang  23/63,  18  Max  1963 

(1)  Hq,  7^  Div 

(2)  Hq,  12th  Hagt,  7th  Div 

(3)  3d  Bn,  12th  Begt 

(4)  3d  Bn,  10th  Begt 

( 5)  3d  Bn,  11th  Begt 

(6)  Hq,  lOU  Begt,  7th  Div 

(7)  2d  Ni,  10th  Begt  (-) 

(8)  4th  Troop,  2d  Amorod  Cavalry  Squadron  and  a  Civil  Guard  Co. 

(9)  4th  Troop,  4th  Amorod  Cavalry  Squadron  and  a  Civil  Onard  Co. 

(10)  4.2*  Mortar  Platoon,  7th  Div,  Heavy  Mortar  Battalion 

(11)  Battery  "A*,  (105an  Howltaer),  7th  Arty  Bn 

(12)  Dinh  Binh  Co,  12th  Begt  (Bifle  Co) 

b.  Operation  Due  Thang  24/63,  20  May  1963 

(1)  Hq,  7th  Div 

(2)  Hq,  12th  Begt 

(3)  3d  Bn,  12th  Begt 

(4)  2d  Bn,  12th  Begt 

(5)  4th  Troop,  2d  Amorod  Cavalry  Squadron 

(6)  4th  Troop,  4th  Arawred  Cavalry  Squadron 

(7)  Batteiy  ”A”,  (105aB  Howltaor),  7th  Arty  Bn 

3.  (C)  Kiaaion  of  Meohaniaed  Troone 

a.  Due  Thang  23/63.  4th  Troop,  2d  Squadron,  and  4th  Troop,  4th 
Sqpadron  novn  by  landing  eraft  up  the  Mokong  Blvor  to  vie  of  Canbodlaa  bordor. 
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CroM  U)  (•••  Figure  1,  aep  and  orarlay)  100630  May  to  conduct  a  awaap 
operation  on  axis  aaetaard  along  the  border.  Selie  and  clear  aaaipied 

.  ct.  v'es.  Link  up  with  other  7th  uivlalon  units  operation  weut  ot 
:o*  s\J  0391). 

b.  Duo  Thang  ?4/63.  4th  Troop,  ?-0  Squadron  and  4th  Trooo,  4th 
.  .(uadron  cross  LD  at  200630  attack  along  assigned  axis  eastward  fren 
hoc  Hoa  (XS  0391)  a..ong  the  border  to  seize  and  clear  assigned  objectives. 

4.  (C)  /nV 

a.  Insurgents  clained  killed;  129 

b.  Insurgents  captured;  23 

c.  Materiel  captured;  14  weapons,  2  mines,  15  grenades 

d.  Friendly  killed;  4 

s.  frionaiy  wounded;  13 

1  >  Description  of  Operations 

a.  Coamanding  Officer.  4th  Troop,  2d  Squadron  received  the  {^rations 
ord'  I  let  c  'in  16  May  at  7th  Division  Headquarters  In  Hy  Tho.  Early  on  17  May, 
the  troop  loaded  five  M113s  on  an  LCT  and  seven  M113s  on  an  LCM.  It  departed 
My  Tho  at  oeoo  and  sailed  up  the  Mekong  River  toward  the  designated  IS.  The 
landing  site  had  been  used  previously  and  was  known  to  be  a  good  one.  The 
distance  to  be  traveled  by  water  was  about  150  km.  Three  unit  vehicles  did 
not  accosqany  the  troop.  Two  were  receiving  quarterly  service  and  one  was  in 
,">r:L;»nce. 


b.  The-  4th  Troop,  4th  Squadron  was  operating  in  Vinh  Long  Province 
near  Tra  Vinh  (XH  4693)  when  orders  for  the  operation  were  received  early  cb 
17  May.  Only  one  ISM  was  available  to  move  the  unit  up  the  Mekong  River. 

This  craft  can  carry  only  12  M113s.  Therefore,  one  p..atocn  of  three  M113e 
and  the  unit  trains  were  left  behind.  The  unit  moved  35  km  to  a  ferry  site 
t'R  .'.'12),  loaded,  and  departed  for  the  LD  at  172000.  It  also  had  about  150  ka 
to  travel. 


c.  Both  units  arrived  at  the  landing  site  and  disembarked  without 
ii.eident.  They  were  ast  by  the  district  chief,  an  ARVN  Major,  who  was  surprised 
to  hear  of  the  operation.  He  stated  that  a  VC  caap  was  located  near  the  axis 

of  advance  at  WS  4790.  The  M113  troops  Joined  their  attached  Civil  Guard 
Companies  at  the  landixtg  site.  Sane  time  was  lost  in  effecting  necessary 
coordination  and  the  units  were  one  hour  late  in  moving  fren  the  desifuted 
LD  cn  the  axis  of  advance.  They  moved  at  100730. 

d.  There  was  no  task  force  cosmander  designated;  consequently,  there 
was  sow  difficulty  in  coordinating  the  actions  of  the  two  troops. 

e.  At  about  0000,  an  OV  1  aircraft  established  coHsinicatlaas  with 
the  aschanlsed  units.  At  0015  It  reported  an  Insurgent  caap  near  the  area 
as  reported  by  the  alstrlct  chief.  The  4th  Troop,  2d  Squadron  reached  this 
area  at  0830.  An  insurgent  squad  was  sighted,  and  four  M113s  pursued  them 
throitgh  heavy  brush.  A  general  fire  fight  developed,  with  the  insurgents 
atteciptirig  to  throw  grenades  into  the  carriers.  One  succeeded  in  getting  a 
grer.Kde  into  a  carrier,  wounding  six  men.  The  attached  Civil  Guard  Company 
Unmounted  and  searched  the  area,  which  contained  numerous  tunnels.  The 
results  of  this  action  were  22  VC  claimed  killed,  two  captured,  four  weapons 
captured  and  six  friendly  personnel  wounded  seriously  enough  to  require 
evacattion.  They  were  quickly  evacuated  by  the  command  HUIB,  which  arrived 
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la  ilw  ATM  JttAi  After  the  fir*  fight  eiidlsd  At  0900.  Tht  4th  Treep«  4th  •qAAtfron 
did  net  beecM  beevlljr  engAged  in  thle  Aotlon  And  eflotianed  to  neve  Along  the 
...is  At  1100.  4th  Troop*  2d  SqaAdron  bed  to  enit  for  the  HUIB  to  return  to  plek 
the  conoad  group.  Tide  troop  eleo  eonduoted  a  thorough  eeuroh  of  the  laeurg- 

f..t  ceap  and  nored  on  et  1200  hewo. 

f.  The  0T»1  perferosd  exoallont  earTloe  In  guiding  the  eAiriere  over 
the  best  routae  and  in  keepdag  the  unite  Inferood  of  their  leoAtlen.  Siaee  thie 
oree  is  bruih-fllled  end  flat*  It  ie  elnoat  lapoeolble  to  detemino  the  agaet 
unit  pealtien  of  the  nap. 

g.  At  1330*  4th  Troop.  4th  Squadron  engaged  a  group  of  about  150  VC 
near  WT  6^  (near  Objeotlve  T3).  This  group  broke  and  ran  for  the  Ceiimdlan 
border  about  5  kn  to  the  noarth.  The  earrlera  gave  ehase  all  the  uap  to  the 
border  uhleh  uus  narked  bj  a  oanal  at  that  point.  The  VC  ateppad  at  a  aafe 
distance  on  the  other  side  of  the  border  and  uatehed  the  earrlare.  This  aetlon 
resulted  in  51  VC  killed  and  15  oapturedi  five  weapons  wore  taken. 

h.  At  1630*  three  VC  were  sighted  and  killed  near  Objeetiwe  TIO, 

Both  troops  covered  the  rssnlnlng  objeetive  and  net  on  Objeotlve  T9  at  1700. 

The/  spent  the  night  at  that  location.  No  refueling  was  neoessar/. 

I .  The  next  da/  the  units  ^re  noved  eross  eountr/  to  Nee  Rea  (B  0291) 
The/  left  Objeetive  T9  at  0630  and  eleeed  at  Noo  Hoa  at  1300.  Again  the  0V«1 
aircraft  saved  nan/  hours  b/  finding  routes  around  eanals  and  b/  selseting 
crossing  sites. 

J.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th*  the  order  was  Issued  for  the  operation 

of  20  Na/.  The  vehleles  were  refuelled  b/  the  unit's  organic  tankers  whirt  had 
eons  to  Hoe  Hoa  b/  road.  > 

k.  On  20  Na/,  the  units  noved  into  the  river  at  Noe  Noa  at  0615  and 
floated  about  2  kn  to  the  desi^iated  U)*  whleh  was  the  far  beak.  It  was 
difficult  to  get  out  and  dsnelltlons  ware  saplo/ed  to  nuke  a  suitable  sadt 
site.  All  oarrlsrs  were  out  of  the  aaaal  b/  0610  and  the  unite  aovad  eat. 
Crossing  the  ID  had  boon  scheduled  for  0630. 

l.  At  0900  both  units  sighted  aau/  groups  of  asa  fleeiji^  north  in 
the  vlcinit/  of  X5  1296  end  took  thaa  under  fire.  Tbs  CoHMadlng  Offieer*  4th 
Tro^*  4th  Squadron*  iddle  in  hot  pureuit*  beeans  eoavineed  he  had  erceeed  into 
Cai^odla  (he  had  not)  halted  his  troop  and  withdrew  to  the  south.  4th  Troop* 

2d  Squadron  oontinued  to  operate  in  the  area.  Results  are  uaknoMi. 

a.  At  0945*  4tb  Troop*  4th  Squadron,  searched  an  area  la  the  viaiait/ 
of  US  1391  believing  it  to  be  Objeetive  5.  The  OV-1  flnall/  gave  the  oflMMdsr 
his  aot^  looation.  At  1250  the  troop  reached  a  canal  in  the  vieiait/  of 
IS  1692*  crossed  it*  and  stopped  to  wait  for  4th  Troop*  2d  Squadron.  Tho  OV-1 
reported  sighting  six  VC  in  the  woods  near  Objeetive  6.  For  seas  unauplaiasd 
reason  the  troop  ooamdor  did  not  advanee.  Mhon  he  was  read/  to  aduam 
about  1330  an  air  strihs*  idiieh  was  not  needed*  eaased  further  dels/.  1/  now 
tbs  OV-1  estiaated  a  VC  eenpan/  in  the  area.  The  4th  Troop*  2d  SfMdran  had 
b/  now  reached  Objeetive  4*  whore  one  soldier  was  killed  and  throe  wounded 
when  one  earrier  straek  a  ^ae.  The  oarrior  was  foliar ing  vohiele  traeko 
cade  on  a  previous  operation.  The  nan  who  were  wounded  were  sitting  on  top 
of  the  vehiela  with  thdr  feet  »«— g«"f  over  the  aids.  This  troop  was  than 
ordered  to  go  to  Objective  4  to  asslot  4th  Troop*  4th  Squadren  with  the  attaek 
south. 


n.  At  1430  the  two  troepe  attacked  abreast  thru  ths  objeetivea  on  a 
one-ka  front.  The  VC  fought  baek  with  gronadea  and  snail  aras.  The  area  was 
beavil/  boob/  trapped  with  yades.  Results  were  50  VC  elainod  KXA  (iacl  the 
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. .  oaapuijr  nntnflir  of  tho  211th  Co,  S02d  Bn,  ond  4  plotocn  iMdor),  fivo 
;  ■  i  :!ionert  ond  four  wwpono  voro  eopturod.  ABVM  1o4M4  mro  throo  kiUod  oad 
•  woundod.  Tho  two  troopo  rooehod  tho  rlvor  ot  tho  ooufh  odfo  of  tho 
joetlvo  oroo  ot  1700.  Th^  thon  rotumod  ovor  tho  ooao  routo  to  Hoc  Hoo 
whoro  thojr  opont  tho  nlfht. 

o.  Oh  21  Mop  tho  two  troopo  rood  arehod  bock  to  Mjr  The  bp  Mop  of 

C.’ii  Ul. 


6.  (C)  Ftodinoo 

o.  Moro  ottoeooo  could  hovo  boon  folnod  bp  propor  took  fordo  drioniiotloa. 
lock  of  o  took  foreo  cMonriir  rooultod  in  lock  of  eoordlnotlon  oad  eoeporotloa 
botwoon  tho  two  troopo.  Hod  o  took  foreo  eoaondor  boon  doolfiotod  to  direct 
iho  octlon  froa  on  Airbomo  CP,  aoro  doololwo  rooulto  could  horo  boon  oocpoetod. 

b.  Aireroft  oo  guldoo  oro  oooontiol  In  thlo  tppo  oporotlen. 

c.  Although  tho  ob>etlToo  oooi^od  for  tho  oporotloa  on  tho  IBth 
tMro  opporontlp  booed  on  latolUgoneo,  tho  unite  wore  not  Inforaod  oo  to  tho 
•truigth  end  dlopooltlo)  of  tho  onooqr  on  ooeh  objoetlwo  until  thop  rooehod 
Hoe  Hoo. 


c..  Corrloro  ohould  not  follow  routoo  provlouolp  uood. 
o.  Soldioro  ohould  otop  Inoido  corrloro  for  protection  frea  ainoo. 
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